Council of Class Presidents Spring 2020 Meeting Minutes

Virtual meeting opened at 0900 by Chair, Maj Jeffrey McCarthy, USMC '00. There were 74
participants.

New Presidents recognized:

e 1964 Mr. Michael A. Farmer
e 1979 CAPT David M. Jackson, USN (Ret.)
e 1989 CDR Denise M. Willert-Shorey, USN (Ret.)
e 1999 CDRJason L. Birch, USN
Recognized Active Duty and Reserve Members.
Held a moment of silence for the President lost.
e 1946 CAPT Ernest E. Lowen, USN (Ret.)
Previous meeting minutes approved.
Announced newly elected Decade Reps:
e 1940/1950's Lt Col Gordon M. Gerson, USAF (Ret.) 1958
e 1960's Mr. Stephen W. Comiskey 1969
e 1970's CAPT Kevin F. Stone, USNR (Ret.) 1976
e 2000's Mr. Donald H. Horner 111 2008

Virtual election held prior to the meeting under the supervision of Lt Col Gordon M. Gerson,
USAF (Ret.) '58.

Announced newly elected Council Officers:
® Chair - Mr. Stephen W. Comiskey 1969 through Spring of 2023
e Vice Chair - Mr. James S. Schwab 1988 through Spring of 2022

® Secretary - CAPT David M. Jackson, USN (Ret.) 1979 through Spring of 2023

Alumni Association and Foundation Panel provided briefs

e Mr. Byron F. Marchant 1978, President/CEO
O Recognized some alumni who have contributed to COVID-19 effort and one
alumni who passed due to COVID-19.



o Discussed Spring events impacted by COVID-19 which have been cancelled or
rescheduled (Commissioning Week, DGA ceremony, etc.). Navy - Notre Dame
game is still on schedule pending a decision by Supe and AD. We are still looking
ahead to the closing of the Capital Campaign and celebrating the USNA 175th
anniversary. DGA recognition ceremony is rescheduled to October.

o Alumni Association and Foundation Offices are closed and staff are teleworking

o Alumni Association Budget is forecasted to be $800k ahead in fiscal year 2020
that closes on 30 June and to break even in 2021. Hiring and expenditures are
frozen.

e CDR CraigJ. Washington, USN (Ret.) 1989, VP Engagement and Operations

o Alumni Center project (located across from Bishop Stadium and where the USNA
Hazardous Material Center and Mail Center are located) is on schedule and
budget. This is a $22M building project for a 65,000 square feet building with a
grand lobby, ballroom that seats 240, two multi-purpose rooms and patio and

lawn event spaces in addition to the office spaces for both the Alumni
Association and the Foundation.

m New relocated Mail Center and Hazardous Material Center will be built as
part of the project in May-July 2020
Demolition of old centers in August 2020
Construction of Alumni Center begins October 2020
Alumni Center completion July 2022
Look in August 2020 Shipmate for class naming opportunities (similar to
was done at NMCMS). Expected to be $100k and $250k. So far, '66, '67,
'74 and '78 have committed to the naming opportunity.
m There is also an individual recognition opportunity at the $12.5K
level over five years that also counts toward a class project.
o Virtual SACC Jacksonville was a success
m 63 companies and 502 individuals participated virtually. There were 50
companies and 250 individuals registered for the “live” event, so this
format attracted more companies and candidates.
m Presidents were reminded that SACC Central is online and has postings
for jobs ... if you are hiring or looking to be hired, stop by.
m “Take care of our own”
O DGA submissions will be accepted starting 1 July and will be due in October.
e Mr. Bill O’Connor, EVP Development
O Reiterated naming opportunities at the new Alumni Center
e Kristin Pironis, EVP Communications and Marketing
o Discussed how transparent the impact of teleworking has been on
communications/marketing

The Chapel Dome renovation project is due to be completed on 28 June. Herf Jones
made a presentation on heirlooms that are available from material salvaged from the old
chapel dome. More details on items that can be purchased is available at
https://usnachapeldome.com/



https://usnachapeldome.com/

Captain Thomas R. Buchanan, USN, Commandant of Midshipmen briefed the group on the
current state of USNA and the Brigade.

e All Midshipmen are sheltering in place in CONUS (300 had to be returned from
overseas).

e Approximately 40-50 Midshipmen that are either International students or restrictees
who are residing in Bancroft Hall

e The number of Midshipmen that caught COVID-19 are in the single digits and none were
hospitalized.

e The Commandant is in daily contact with the Brigade and Midshipmen via
Instagram. Midshipmen are also meeting daily at the squad level by virtual
means.

® Perthe Supe’s message of 18 April, a virtual graduation will occur. The Supe and
Commandant have received lots of input from Alumni and Parents. The Commandant
made an excellent point that the Class of 2020 is joining a profession wherein their
service will require them to miss many milestones in their lives such as the birth of their
child or being on duty during the Christmas holidays. The Class of 2020 is just getting a
head start on this by having a virtual graduation.

e Summer Seminar and STEM camps have been cancelled.

Plebe Summer will occur. Format is in planning.
With the cancellation of Summer Cruises, the Academy Leadership Team is looking at
options for the Summer that includes summer school

e A major planning consideration is how to reset Bancroft Hall as rooms currently are
filled with Midshipman gear left there when they departed on Spring Break

Decade Break-out Reports:
1950’s - No report

1960’s - Encourage all Class Presidents to bring new ideas to COCP meetings and cited examples
of how ideas that started with this group effected good change.

1970’s - Their group discussed the possible impact of COVID 19 on upcoming reunions, and
reunion planning and DGA submissions in general.

1980’s — Discussed reunions, the upcoming trip/game in Ireland, updating the Reunion Planning
Handbook (Holly Powers will take for action), creating a central repository for Class President
gouge, best practices for class wide communications, use of social media, and handling
communications about deceased classmates.

1990'’s — Discussed creating Class Bylaws and having a central repository for reference. Holly
Powers informed the group that the Alumni Association has such a collection and asked all
classes that have by-laws crafted to send them to her and advised any classes that would like
samples to aide in crafting to contact her. They also discussed how to handle classmates that
become “persona non-grada”. Other members of the Council present offered to speak one on



one to individual Class Presidents who face this and share how their respective classes have
handled when the need arose.

2000’s — Discussed the continuation of VTC for their decade to stay connected and move
initiatives forward. They also discussed reunion planning and the new alumni center.

2010’s — Discussed the continuation of VTC to stay connected and would like to continue to
hold their decade break-out sessions in this manner prior to each main meeting. They also
discussed class wide communications, tools for connecting classmates with local chapters and
ways to support the Class of 2020. The decade has decided to create a spirit video of junior
officers welcoming the Class of 2020 into the fleet and congratulating them on graduation. The
decade also declared that they are standing by to support other great ideas on ways to support
20 from the broader alumni community.

New Business:

CAPT David S. Forman ’98, updated the group on #USNABeThere/OBJECTIVE ZERO initiative. He
proposed a motion that calls for the group to formally move forward in working with the
Alumni Association & Foundation and the NAAA to formally recognize OBJECTIVE ZERO at Navy
sporting events. Motion was seconded by multiple attendees and unanimously agreed upon by
the group.

Mr. Christopher J. Cikanovich 1975 posed a question about the capacity of the USNA
Columbarium. Craig Washington responded that the future capacity and location of the
Columbarium is being studied and considered as part of USNA’s 2030 Priorities. Mr. Cikanovich
asked that the Council investigate.

General Announcements:

CDR Michael J. Novak, USN (Ret.) 1970 officially announced Holly Powers an honorary member
of the Class of 1970. She remains truly honored.

Closing:

Maj Jeffrey McCarthy, USMC '00 signed off as the Council Chair, having completed his term. He
gave a hearty thanks to the group and the Alumni Association & Foundation for the experience
to work with each.

Stay healthy and safe.

Respectfully submitted,



CAPT David M. Jackson, USN (Ret.) - USNA 1979

Secretary, Council of Class Presidents



